Sean D. Richarz, composer

Artistic Resume

Major Compositions and Performance dates

2008 (scheduled)

July – International Napoleonic Congress, Ajaccio, Corsica, France, scheduled to perform music from, “Les Cent Jour De Napoleon” (The 100 Days of Napoleon) a new work-in-progress depicting the period of Napoleonic History referred to as “The 100 Days”, March to June 1815. Will also lecture on the work

July – Award winning Roosevelt High School Jazz Band to perform “We’ll Miss You Dick Jones” (1984), on their European tour 

April 26th  – scheduled to perform work from the “Napoleon” project at the Olympia (WA) World Affairs Council annual banquet

2006

September 16th- from “100 Days” work, “Fontainebleau Farewell” and “Napoleon’s Dream of Josephine”, performed at the National Conference of the Napoleonic Alliance, Seattle, Washington

September 29th-Performed 2 songs from “Napoleon” work at the annual Principals Dinner at Bishop Blanchet High School 

2004

 “One Life, One Day” (1987, see below) for Solo Trumpet and Wind Ensemble, performed at Bishop Blanchet High School Spring Concert

2002

June 8th - “Sarah’s Boogie #8” for piano, written for and performed by Sarah Laven

2001 to present

“Bishop Blanchet High School Fight Song” (used existing lyrics)

“Bishop Blanchet High School Alma Mater” (used existing lyrics)

The school commissioned these pieces in 2001, performed frequently at school sports events, assemblies and other functions

1995

April - “Rising Star” a musical co-written with Nicole Heit.

14 original songs in rock/pop/blues style; performed by Bishop Blanchet High School. Original cast CD recorded at Bad Animals Studio, Seattle

1994 

“Santa Claus Rocks” (1982) performed at The Squirrels Christmas show, The Backstage, Seattle Washington (this novelty song has been performed many times during the Christmas season since it was written)

1989

“Big Yuk Blues” for jazz band, numerous performances 

1987

September - “One Life, One Day” performed by invitation at the Grand Opening of the Westlake Hotel, a joint project of the City of Seattle and the Archdiocese of Seattle to house homeless men. The piece depicts one day in the life of a homeless man in Seattle

May - “One Life, One Day” premiered at Bishop Blanchet High School spring concert

1985

March - nine original works performed at Graduate Composition Recital, ranging from small brass ensemble, string and percussion, jazz, concert band, solo voice, solo flute and rock ensemble

1985 to present

Numerous arrangements done for Bishop Blanchet High School school ensembles including Wind Ensemble, Jazz Band, Marching Band and Jazz Choir; frequent performances

1984 – composed, arranged and recorded new sports theme for KUID-TV, Moscow, Idaho. Used on broadcasts for several years

1983-1985 

Arranger, University of Idaho Marching and Pep Bands

1982

“Fanfare for the Uncommon Man” (based on the Copland piece) Spring Concert, Wood River High School, Hailey, Idaho

Performance Experience

1973 to present

Performer: trumpet, guitar, percussion, vocalist and conductor. Performed and recorded with such artists as Duffy Bishop, Bruce Laven, Lily Wilde, Bobby Medina, The Squirrels, Power Strip, Ben Fleck, Route 66 Band, and many others

1979-80
Toured with band Tremor; playing guitar, trumpet, sang and did arrangements, wrote songs and was the band’s road manager

Education

1985

Masters of Art Degree, Music Composition, University of Idaho

1980

Bachelor of Music Education, Instrumental/Choral, University of Idaho

Teaching Experience

1985 to present: Music instructor, Bishop Blanchet High School, Seattle, WA.  Duties evolved as follows:

2005 to present – guest lecturer invited to speak to History and French classes, discussing Napoleon and my research and work on “The 100 Days”
1996 – development and teaching of Beginning Guitar course 

1995 – development and teaching of Music and Popular Culture course 

1989 – assumed Jazz Band directorship

1989 – named Chair, Performing Arts Department

1988 – took over Concert and Marching band directorship

1985 to present – conductor or musician in 23 musical productions

1985 to present - teaching Grade School band in several area Catholic Grade Schools in satellite program sponsored by Bishop Blanchet

Other:

1994 – Instructor, Seattle Public Schools Summer Music Program 

1983-85 – Assistant Director, University of Idaho Marching Band

1983-85 – Director, University of Idaho Pep Band

1984 – Instructor, “Fundamentals of Music”, University of Idaho

1981-83 – Instrumental and Choral teacher, Wood River Junior and Senior High School, Hailey, Idaho

Professional Organizations

Fellow, International Napoleonic Society

American Society of Composers, Authors and Publishers

International Association of Jazz Educators

Washington State Music Educators

Music Educators National Conference

Pi Kappa Lambda Music Honorary

International Thespian Society

The Napoleonic Historical Society

Grants and Awards received
2007 - ASCAPlus Award, have received 5 of these. Awarded to composers contributing music in fields that are not covered by ASCAP royalties

2006 – Fulcrum Foundation grant for research on “The 100 Days”

1992-93 – Faculty of the Year, Bishop Blanchet High School

